
Homelessness in the 
Centennial State



There are 14,665 
homeless men, 
women, and children 
in Colorado.                  
(Source: 2013 Point-in-Time Survey)



Homelessness is typically 
caused by any number of 
circumstances including:
-Loss of a job
-Housing costs
-Break up of a family



-Illness
-Substance abuse
-Physical and intellectual 
disabilities 
-Lack of access to care
- & many other life-altering 
situations



Created by Governor John 
Hickenlooper’s Office and the Colorado 
Division of Housing, Pathways Home 
Colorado, is designed to ensure that all 
Coloradans have a place to call home.



Out of crisis and into 
self-sufficiency



38% of the homeless 
population in 
Colorado is made 
up of families with 
children. 



11% the homeless 
population in Colorado is 
over the age of 65. AARP 
estimates that this number 
will increase by 33% the 
next ten years and will 
double by 2050.



Battered women who 
live in poverty are 
often forced to choose 
between abusive 
relationships and 
homelessness.



One Congregation - One 
Family (OCOF) partners 
community, government, faith, 
business, and non-profits to 
help bring homeless families 
and seniors out of crisis and 
into self-sufficiency.



OCOF mentors help secure 
housing and provide guidance 
on parenting, budgeting, 
goal setting, nutrition and 
literacy. 



Since 2011, more than 
2,600 individuals have been 
mentored by more than 350 
OCOF congregations. 87% 
have maintained housing 
after their first year in 
OCOF.



Housing the 
most vulnerable



The public cost 
of the chronically 
homelessness in 
Colorado exceeds 
$31,000 per person per 
year.



Data collection and 
information sharing 
helps ensure that service 
providers make informed 
decisions to increase 
quality of life in their 
communities.



The Vulnerability 
Index (VI) is a tool 
used in communities 
to prioritize housing 
and services.



The statewide VI data shows 
that 45% of the homeless or 
at-risk population reports 
dealing with a mental health 
issue and 56% reports 
chronic substance abuse 
disorder.



VI data also shows that 40% 
of the homeless or at-risk 
populations surveyed are 
in rural areas and 29% are 
veterans.



Since February 2010, 3,762 
individuals and families have 
been surveyed with the VI, 
helping communities across 
Colorado more effectively tar-
get resources and identify 
gaps in services.



A new tool in the 
statewide effort to 
end homelessness



“Those referred to Fort Lyon will 
have access to the supports they 
need to maintain housing and a 
healthy lifestyle as they make the 
transition off the streets and back 
into their communities”
 
- Pat Coyle, Director of the Colorado 
Division of Housing



The 550-acre Fort Lyon facility 
served as a U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs hospital, 
sanatorium and prison for more 
than a hundred years before it was 
closed in 2012.



On September 1, 2013 
Fort Lyon welcomed 
its first cohort of 
residents to a voluntary 
treatment program.



The program offers chronically 
homeless individuals 
supportive housing, health 
services, substance abuse 
treatment, counseling, and job 
training.



After at least one year of 
residency, Fort Lyon clients 
will be eligible to receive a 
Section 8 housing voucher 
to return to a permanent 
housing in a community of 
their choice.



There are an estimated 
1,512 homeless veterans in 
Colorado.  Homeless veterans 
will receive top-priority at Fort 
Lyon, which could maintain a 
maximum capacity of 300 by 
July 2015.



In addition to helping the most 
vulnerable Coloradans get back 
on their feet, Fort Lyon will 
help put the people of Bent 
County back to work doing what 
they love. 



The repurposing is part of 
Pathways Home Colorado’s 
ongoing effort to replicate 
best practice models, support 
regional priorities and become 
more strategic in preventing 
and ending homelessness.



Bold, innovative, 
and collaborative 

solutions



“Homelessness is not an insurmountable 
challenge. By addressing the root 
causes of homelessness, improving 
access to benefits already available, and 
replicating what we know works we can 
ensure that all Coloradans have a place 
to call home.”          
– Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper



For more information 
about Pathways Home 
Colorado visit:
Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
www.dola.state.co.us

Pathways Home Colorado Online 
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/DOLA-
Main/CBON/1251611679326


